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the old prediction of the enchanter Merlin that
the calamities which should befall France
through the depravity of a woman would all be
removed by a virgin. In the country of Joan the
tradition was current that this virgin would come
out of the forest of Domremy, where Joan tended
her father's sheep. What more natural than that
this extraordinary spirit should take the tradition
to herself. The noble strain was in her blood; her
mother had made the pilgrimage to Rome, and
bore the sacred surname, Romee; might it not be
that she, Joan, was set apart for something great
and difficult? Certain, it is that while still hardly
more than a child she began to live to the high
enterprise.

We know that it was a passionate love of coun-
try which set her son I aflame. A band of Burgun'
dian pillagers raided the district in which she
lived, and murdered some of the inhabitants.
France lay like a fair woman at the mercy of
foreign ruffians. Throbbing with pity and indig'
nation, Joan besought her patron. Saint Michael,
the Archangel, and the Saints Margaret and
Catherine to rescue France from the hands of the
savage English. For some time her prayers re'
mained unanswered; but her fervor grew with
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